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Galatians 
 
Paul, an apostle--sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from 
the dead--and all the brothers with me, To the churches in Galatia: Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, 
according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. I am astonished that 
you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different 
gospel--which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying 
to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the 
one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again: If 
anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! Am I 
now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to 
please men, I would not be a servant of Christ. I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not 
something that man made up. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by 
revelation from Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I 
persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. I was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my 
own age and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when God, who set me apart from 
birth and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, I did not consult any man, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, 
but I went immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. Then after three years, I went up to 
Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter and stayed with him fifteen days. I saw none of the other apostles--
only James, the Lord's brother. I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie. Later I went to 
Syria and Cilicia. I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. They only heard the 
report: "The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy." And they 
praised God because of me. Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took 
Titus along also. I went in response to a revelation and set before them the gospel that I preach among the 
Gentiles. But I did this privately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was running or had run my 
race in vain. Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a 
Greek. This matter arose because some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have 
in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel 
might remain with you. As for those who seemed to be important--whatever they were makes no difference to 
me; God does not judge by external appearance--those men added nothing to my message. On the contrary, 
they saw that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been 
to the Jews. For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in 
my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles. James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and 
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we 
should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. All they asked was that we should continue to remember the 
poor, the very thing I was eager to do. When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 
was clearly in the wrong. Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when 
they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those 
who belonged to the circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their 
hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the 
gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How 
is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? "We who are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile 
sinners' know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have 
put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because 
by observing the law no one will be justified. "If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident 
that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not!  
If I rebuild what I destroyed, I prove that I am a lawbreaker. For through the law I died to the law so that I 
might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 



 

live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not set aside 
the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!" You foolish 
Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. I 
would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing 
what you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by 
human effort? Have you suffered so much for nothing--if it really was for nothing? Does God give you his 
Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard? 
Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." Understand, then, that 
those who believe are children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by 
faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: "All nations will be blessed through you." So those 
who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. All who rely on observing the law are under 
a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of 
the Law." Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith." The 
law is not based on faith; on the contrary, "The man who does these things will live by them." Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who 
is hung on a tree." He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles 
through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. Brothers, let me take an 
example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly 
established, so it is in this case. The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not 
say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, who is Christ. What I 
mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by 
God and thus do away with the promise. For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends 
on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise. What, then, was the purpose of the 
law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law 
was put into effect through angels by a mediator. A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but 
God is one. Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given 
that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. But the Scripture declares 
that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, 
might be given to those who believe. Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up 
until faith should be revealed. So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by 
faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. You are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. What I am saying is that as 
long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. He is subject to 
guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. So also, when we were children, we were in slavery 
under the basic principles of the world. But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you 
are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. Formerly, when you did not 
know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods. But now that you know God--or rather are 
known by God--how is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable principles? Do you wish to be 
enslaved by them all over again? You are observing special days and months and seasons and years! I fear for 
you, that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you. I plead with you, brothers, become like me, for I became 
like you. You have done me no wrong. As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the 
gospel to you. Even though my illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, 
you welcomed me as if I were an angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself. What has happened to all 
your joy? I can testify that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to 
me. Have I now become your enemy by telling you the truth? Those people are zealous to win you over, but 
for no good. What they want is to alienate you from us, so that you may be zealous for them. It is fine to be 



 

zealous, provided the purpose is good, and to be so always and not just when I am with you. My dear children, 
for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you, how I wish I could be with you 
now and change my tone, because I am perplexed about you! Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are 
you not aware of what the law says? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and 
the other by the free woman. His son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way; but his son by the 
free woman was born as the result of a promise. These things may be taken figuratively, for the women 
represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is 
Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because 
she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother. For it is 
written: "Be glad, O barren woman, who bears no children; break forth and cry aloud, you who have no labor 
pains; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who has a husband." Now you, 
brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. At that time the son born in the ordinary way persecuted the son 
born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. But what does the Scripture say? "Get rid of the slave 
woman and her son, for the slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman's son." 
Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman. It is for freedom that 
Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at 
all. Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 
You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 
But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself 
through love. You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth? That 
kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. "A little yeast works through the whole batch 
of dough." I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into 
confusion will pay the penalty, whoever he may be. Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I 
still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. As for those agitators, I wish 
they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do 
not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed 
up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." If you keep on biting and devouring each other, 
watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 
contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if 
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, 
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who 
live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the 
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 
Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or 
you also may be tempted. Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If 
anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. Each one should test his own actions. 
Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, for each one should carry his 
own load. Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do not 
be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful 
nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap 
eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers. See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand! Those who want to make 
a good impression outwardly are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to 



 

avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. Not even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet they 
want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your flesh. May I never boast except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. Neither circumcision 
nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation. Peace and mercy to all who follow this 
rule, even to the Israel of God. Finally, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.  
(Galatians 1:1-6:18 NIV) 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Galatians Intro – ESV Study Bible 
Author and Title 
The first word of the letter to the Galatians is �Paul,� and there has been widespread agreement by scholars 
down through the ages that Paul is indeed the author. The title in most Greek editions of the NT is �To the 
Galatians,� and the main body of the letter mentions the addressees as �the churches of Galatia� (1:2) and 
�foolish Galatians!� (3:1). The only debate is, which Galatians? (See Purpose, Occasion, and Background.) 

Date 
Although the question of the date of Galatians is related to this question of �which Galatians,� some clues can 
probably be found in the letter itself. The main indicator is the lack of reference to the Jerusalem council (Acts 
15). Although this is an argument from silence, many commentators have regarded this as a �deafening 
silence.� It would have been enormously helpful to Paul�s argument if he could have mentioned the decision 
of the council that Gentiles should not be circumcised: this, after all, appears to be a major point of contention 
between Paul and the false teachers influencing the Galatians. Since the council took place in A.D. 48/49, and 
Paul evangelized South Galatia in A.D. 47/48, some time around A.D. 48 is a plausible date for the 
composition of Galatians. However, determining dates in Paul�s life is always somewhat uncertain, and so one 
cannot place too much weight on the date in the interpretation of the letter. 

Theme 
Christ�s death has brought in the age of the new covenant (3:23�26; 4:4�5, 24), in which believers do not have 
to become Jews or follow the outward ceremonies of the Mosaic law (2:3, 11�12, 14; 4:10). To require these 
things is to deny the heart of the gospel, which is justification by faith alone, not by obedience to the law 
(2:16; cf. 1:6�7). In this new age, Christians are to live in the guidance and power of the Spirit (chs. 5�6). 

Purpose, Occasion, and Background 
A crisis has hit the church in Galatia. The church came into being as a result of God�s Spirit at work in Paul�s 
proclamation of the gospel (3:1�5; 4:13�15). But within the short space of time since Paul left (1:6), the 
church has been visited or infiltrated by false teachers whom Paul calls those �who trouble you� (1:7) or 
�those who unsettle you� (5:12). These teachers have convinced the Galatians of a false gospel which requires 
them to be circumcised. Paul sees that these pseudo-Christians merely want to win converts for their own 
prestige: they want to win approval from the Jewish authorities by showing how effective they are in 
converting Gentiles to a form of Judaism (6:12). Since the Jewish establishment approves of the fact that they 
are making Gentiles Jewish, the false teachers have the best of both worlds: they have created a sect of which 
they are the leaders, and they also escape any Jewish persecution. One further effect of this on the Galatians 
appears to have been the division within their church, presumably over these issues of circumcision and law 
that the false teachers have raised (5:15). 
Although the Galatians appear to have come under the spell of these teachers and have become convinced of 
their teaching (1:6), Paul does not regard the situation as hopeless (3:4). Nevertheless, Paul is more critical of 
his audience here than in any other letter, and he chastises the Galatians for being foolish (3:1) and provides 
numerous reasons why they should return to the truth. 
The less important question, which makes little difference to how one interprets the letter, is, which 
Galatians? There was a people group of Galatians who lived in the northern part of what is now Turkey, but 
there was a Roman province called Galatia that extended into southern Turkey. The Galatians in the letter are 
probably those in the Roman province, especially the southern part, because Paul did much less in the way of 
missionary activity in the north, and he usually refers to places by their Roman imperial names. 
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http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+3.23-26%3B+Galatians+4.4-5%3B+Galatians+4.24/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+2.3%3B+Galatians+2.11-12%3B+Galatians+2.14%3B+Galatians+4.10/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+2.16%3B+Galatians+1.6-7/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+5-6/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+3.1-5%3B+Galatians+4.13-15/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+1.6/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+1.7/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+5.12/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+6.12/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+5.15/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+1.6/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+3.4/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+3.1/


 

Timeline 

 

Key Themes 
1. In his sin-bearing death, Christ is a substitute for all Christians, whom he brings into a 
new realm of freedom and life. 1:4; 2:20; 3:13 

2. This gospel of Christ is for humanity, but there is no sense in which it has its 
origin inhumanity: it comes only from God. Paul is himself an illustration of this: his 
conversion to Christ and his apostleship were not through human consultation but through 
the direct revelation of Christ. 

1:1, 11�12, 
15�20 

3. The gospel is appropriated not by works of law but by faith, which is the route to 
justification. 2:16 

4. To require circumcision and other Mosaic ceremonies such as dietary laws and Jewish 
holidays as a supplement to faith is to fall back from the realm of grace, faith, and freedom, 
and to come under the whole law and its curse, since comprehensive observance of the law 
is impossible. 

2:12�14, 16; 
3:10; 4:10; 5:3 

5. OT Scripture itself testifies to the truth of justification by faith, both in the life of 
Abraham and in the prophecy of Habakkuk. 

Gen. 
15:6;Hab. 2:4 

6. The Christian life has its source in the believer having died with Christ to sin, and thereby 
having renounced the flesh. 5:24; 6:14 

7. The Spirit is the source of power and guidance in the Christian life, and the work of the 
Spirit produces love and faith. 5:6, 16, 18, 25 

8. The Christian life consists not in pleasing people but in pleasing Christ our master and 
being willing to suffer persecution for the sake of his cross. 1:10; 6:12, 14 
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History of Salvation Summary 
Through Jesus Christ, salvation and justification come to both Jew and Gentile, fulfilling the 
promise to Abraham of blessing to the nations (3:8; Gen. 12:3). (For an explanation of the “History of 
Salvation,” see the Overview of the Bible.) 

Literary Features 
Like the rest of the Pauline letters, Galatians follows the conventions of letter writing in NT times. 
There is a salutation, a body, a paraenesis (set of moral exhortations), greetings, and a benediction. 
There is no initial thanksgiving, however, which indicates Paul’s agitation and alarm over the 
theological situation in Galatia. Paul gets right to the point, which is that the Galatians are in danger 
of turning to a different gospel, thereby risking the everlasting ruin of their souls. The main 
argument of the epistle is advanced by the use of autobiography, example, allegory, satiric rebuke, 
and exhortation. 

The doctrinal thrust of Galatians gives it a strong internal unity. In one way or another, everything 
in the epistle is related to Paul’s defense of justification by faith alone. The letter is also unified by 
the apostle’s intensity of tone, which comes through as strongly here as it does in any of his 
writings—especially in his intolerance of false doctrine and his indignation with people who 
promote it. Stylistically, Galatians finds literary coherence in its thematic contrasts: the true gospel 
vs. a false gospel, faith vs. works, law vs. grace, liberty vs. legalism, sonship vs. slavery, and the fruit 
of the Spirit vs. the desires of the flesh. 

Ancient Galatia 
“Galatia” was originally a Celtic region in north central Asia Minor (modern Turkey). It became a 
client kingdom of Rome under Pompey (mid-1st century B.C.). With the death of the client king 
Amyntas (d. 25B.C.) an expanded Galatia came under a Roman governor. In Paul’s day the province 
of Galatia included parts of Pontus and Paphlagonia to the east and north and encompassed 
portions of Phrygia, Pisidia, Isauria, Lycaonia, and Cilicia to the south. Thus many of the cities of 
Paul’s first missionary journey (Acts 13�14) were considered part of the province of Galatia (or at 
least near its sphere of influence). Starting with territorial alterations under the emperor Vespasian 
(end of the 1st century A.D.), the province changed shape; thus the other ethnic territories were 
gradually drawn off, back to their earlier affiliations, and the province of Galatia returned to its 
more ethnically defined northern boundaries. Some contend that these subsequent reductions to the 
province of Galatia influenced the later church fathers to assume that Paul wrote his epistle to 
residents of northern Galatia. Archaeological evidence indicates a combination of Hellenistic, Celtic, 
and Roman influences in the province of Paul’s time. 

The Setting of Galatians 
(c. A.D. 48) 
Paul�s letter to the Galatians was likely written to the churches he had established during his first missionary 
journey (Acts 13:1�14:28). He probably wrote the letter from his home church in Antioch in Syria, sometime 
before the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:1�31). 

http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+3.8/
http://www.esvbible.org/Genesis+12.3/
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Outline 
It is difficult to divide Galatians into neat sections, since Paul returns to the same themes on 
numerous occasions and often moves gradually into different topics rather than breaking off sharply 
to address a new theme. The following can serve as a rough guide. 

I. Opening (1:1�9) 
1. Greeting (1:1�5) 
2. Initial rebuke (1:6�9) 
II. Indirect Appeal: Paul�s Career with the Gospel (1:10�2:21) 
1. Paul�s defense of himself and the gospel (1:10�24) 
2. Paul�s gospel recognized by the Jerusalem apostles (2:1�10) 
3. Paul�s opposition to Peter, to preserve the truth of the gospel (2:11�21) 

III. Direct Appeals to the Galatians (3:1�5:12) 
1. The Galatians� experience of conversion (3:1�5) 
2. The gospel in the OT (1): Abraham (3:6�9) 
3. The gospel in the OT (2): Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Habakkuk (3:10�14) 
4. An illustration from human law (3:15�18) 
5. Passing from slavery to sonship (3:19�4:7) 
6. Passing from idolatry to the true God (4:8�11) 
7. Appeal to the Galatians� knowledge of Paul (4:12�20) 
8. The gospel in the OT (3): Abraham�s sons (4:21�31) 
9. Judgment for those who turn from the gospel (5:1�12) 

IV. Life in the Spirit and Love (5:13�6:10) 
1. The law of love (5:13�15) 
2. The desires of the flesh vs. the fruit of the Spirit (5:16�26) 

http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+1.1-9/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+1.1-5/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+1.6-9/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+1.10-2.21/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+1.10-24/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+2.1-10/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+2.11-21/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+3-5.12/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+3.1-5/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+3.6-9/
http://www.esvbible.org/Habakkuk+3.10-14/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+3.15-18/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+3.19-4.7/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+4.8-11/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+4.12-20/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+4.21-31/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+5.1-12/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+5.13-6.10/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+5.13-15/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+5.16-26/


 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________



 

3. A Christian life of concrete love (6:1�10) 
V. Final Warning (6:11�18) 

 
 
Galatians 1:1-6:18   Definitions (see: http://www.biblestudytools.com/ ) 

1. "Abba, Father”: It is a term expressing warm affection and fatherly confidence.  
2. Abraham: The Father of faith. Found in Genesis 12 on. 
3. Apostle: This indicates Paul’s authority as one commissioned by God (“apostle,” lit., “one who 

is sent”) and entrusted with the sacred deposit of the gospel. 
4. Baptized: to immerse. Meaning depends on context. 
5. Believed: to have faith.  
6. Blessed: O how happy. 
7. Churches: people gathered together by God in the gospel. Not a building. 
8. circumcision / circumcised: sign of bring one of God’s people. to cut away the flesh.  
9. covenant: an agreement between parties. A compact, a confirmation based on a promise.     
10. curse: God’s righteous judgment resulting in separation.  
11. eternally condemned: cursed, judgment beyond redemption, hell.  
12. faith: certainty. persuasion. conviction. See: Hebrews 11:1. 
13. the faith: the body of truth concerning the Christian religion. Teachings. Doctrine. 
14. Gentiles: non-Jewish peoples. All non-Jews.  
15. God: The Supreme, Sovereign Creator, Ruler & Redeemer. Triune: Father, Son, Spirit. 
16. gods: false gods who are not gods at all. 
17. gospel: News that is good of the death & resurrection of Jesus Christ for sinners.  
18. Grace: A disposition of God: unmerited, unsought, getting better than deserved, favor of God.  
19. Greek: people of the Greek culture, language, etc. The common audience of Paul. 
20. Hagar: maidservant of Abram, and mother of Ishmael. Represents the flesh, “ordinary” way. 
21. impart: vitalize (literally or figuratively): make alive, give life, quicken. 
22. inheritance: birthright, heritage. The promise of God to bestow unsearchable riches in Christ.  
23. Isaac: a son born to Abraham & Sarah in their old age. Result of a promise of God. A miracle. 
24. Jesus Christ: Son of God, Savior, Lord, Redeemer of sinners. Matchless. Infinitely Beautiful. 
25. Judaism: The religion of Israel, The Chosen people of God, based on faith not law-keeping. 
26. Justified / justify: righteous: to be or to declare righteous. One by law-keeping, one by faith.  
27. Law: Only & always commands / demands of God to adhere in all ways, always. No gift here!  
28. Lawbreaker: one who does not adhere to God’s commands, God’s way. All mankind! 
29. Love: God is.  
30. Mediator: One who stands in between two opposing parties. A Reconciler. 
31. Mount Sinai: Represents the place where God gave the Law and commands. 
32. Obeying: adhere to law in all stipulations, inside & out. No grace here! 
33. observing the law: keeping God’s law, God’s way, all the time.  
34. promise: God’s sworn word that cannot be broken. Ratified by covenant & oath! 
35. receive: passive receptor of One who actively does the giving. This is not a work, but pure gift. 
36. redeemed: ones who are bought back. Freed.  
37. revelation: eye-opener. To disclose, as in God disclosing (communicating) His grace in Jesus. 
38. righteousness: right. Uprightness according to Divine justice. Pure. No impurity whatsoever.  
39. Scripture: the revealed word and will of God. In Galatians: Genesis – Malachi. Now, 66 Books 
40. Seed: Offspring to come.  
41. Sin: rebellion toward God in nature, thought, word, deed, intention, attitude, action. 
42. sinner: One who is by nature, and action in rebellion against God. All Mankind. 
43. the slave woman (Hagar) / the free woman (Sarah): mothers referred to in Genesis 12-49.  
44. son by the free woman / free woman son: Isaac. Son according to the Promise! Not Ishmael. 

http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+6.1-10/
http://www.esvbible.org/Galatians+6.11-18/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/


 

45. special days and months and seasons and years: Jewish holy & holidays. 
46. transgression: disobedience, wrong-doing, offense against God.   
47. yoke: burden, bondage, oppression.  
48. zealous: enthusiastic, devoted passion for God and His ways.   
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Martin Luther 

Commentary on Galatians 

Declaration 

I have taken in hand, in the name of the Lord, once again to expound this Epistle of St. 
Paul to the Galatians; not because I desire to teach new things, or such as you have not 
heard before, but because we have to fear, as the greatest and nearest danger, that Satan 
take from us the pure doctrine of faith and bring into the Church again the doctrine of 
works and man's traditions. 

First of all, we speak of the argument of this epistle:  in it Paul is seeking to establish the 
doctrine of faith, grace, forgiveness of sins, or Christian righteousness in order that we 
may know the difference between Christian righteousness and all other kinds of 
righteousness.  There are many other kinds of righteousness.  There is a civil or political 
righteousness, which kings, princes of the world, magistrates and lawyers deal with.  
There is also ceremonial righteousness, which the traditions of men teach.  Besides these, 
there is another righteousness, called the righteousness of the law, or the Ten 
Commandments. 

Above all these, there is yet another righteousness:  the righteousness of faith or Christian 
righteousness, which we must diligently discern from the others.  The others are quite 
contrary to this righteousness, both because they flow out of the laws of kings and rulers, 
religious traditions, and the commandments of God; and because they consist in our 
works, and may be worked by us either in our natural strength, or else by the gift of God.  
These kind of righteousness are also the gift of God, like all other good things which we 
enjoy. 

But the most excellent righteousness of faith, which God through Christ, without any 
works, imputes to us, is neither political, nor ceremonial, nor the righteousness of God's 
Law, nor consists of works, but is contrary to these; that is to say, it is a mere passive 
righteousness, as the others are active.  For in the righteousness of faith, we work 
nothing, we render nothing to God, but we only receive, and suffer another to work in us, 
that is to say, God.  This is a righteousness hidden in a mystery, which the world does not 
know.  Indeed, Christians themselves do not thoroughly understand it, and can hardly 
take hold of it in their temptations.  Therefore it must be diligently taught, and 
continually practiced. 

The troubled conscience, in view of God's judgment, has no remedy against desperation 
and eternal death, unless it takes hold of the forgiveness of sins by free grace, freely 
offered in Christ Jesus, which if it can apprehend, it may then be at rest.  Then I can 
boldly say:  I seek not active or working righteousness, for if I had it, I could not trust it, 
neither dare I set it against the judgment of God.  Then I abandon myself from all active 
righteousness, both of my own and of God's law, and embrace only that passive 
righteousness, which is the righteousness of grace, mercy, and forgiveness of sins.  I rest 
only upon that righteousness, which is the righteousness of Christ and the Holy Spirit. 
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  The greatest knowledge and the highest wisdom of Christians is not to know the law and 
to be ignorant of works, and of the whole active righteousness, especially when the 
conscience is wrestling with God.  Contrary, among those who are not of God's people, 
the greatest wisdom is to know and to urge the law and the active righteousness. But it is 
a strange thing and unknown to the world to teach Christians to be ignorant of the law 
and to live before God as if there were no law; notwithstanding, except you be ignorant 
of the law and be assuredly persuaded in his heart there is now no law, nor wrath of God, 
but only grace and mercy for Christ's sake, you cannot be saved; for by the law comes the 
knowledge of sin.  Conversely, works and the keeping of the law is strictly required in the 
world, as if there were no promise, or grace. 

A wise and faithful disposer of the Word of God must so moderate the law that it may be 
kept within its bounds.  He that teaches that men are justified before God by the 
observation of the law, passes the bounds of the law, and confounds these two kind of 
righteousness, active and passive.  Conversely, he sets forth the law and works to the old 
man, and the promise and forgiveness of sins and God's mercy to the new man, divides 
the Word well.  For the flesh or the old man must be coupled with the law and works; the 
spirit or the new man must be joined with the promise of God and His mercy. 

When I see a man oppressed with the law, terrified with sin, and thirsting for comfort, it 
is time that I remove out of his sight the law and active righteousness, and set before him 
the gospel, the Christian or passive righteousness, which offers the promise made in 
Christ, who came for afflicted and sinners. 

We teach the difference between these two kinds of righteousness, active and passive, to 
the end that manners and faith, works and grace, political and religious, should not be 
confounded, or taken the one for the other.  Both are necessary; but each must be kept 
within its bounds:  Christian righteousness pertains to the new man, and the righteousness 
of the law pertains to the old man, which is born of flesh and blood.  Upon this old man, 
as upon a donkey, there must be laid a burden that may press him down, and he must not 
enjoy the freedom of the spirit of grace, except he first put upon him the new man, by 
faith in Christ.  Then may he enjoy the kingdom and inestimable gift of grace.  This I say, 
so that no man should think we reject or forbid good works. 

We imagine two worlds, the one heavenly, the other earthly.  In these we place these two 
kinds of righteousness, the one far separate from the other.  The righteousness of the law 
is earthly and deals with earthly things.  But Christian righteousness is heavenly, which 
we have not of ourselves, but receive from heaven; we work not for it, but by grace it is 
worked in us, and is realized by faith. 

Do we then do nothing?  Do we do nothing at all for the obtaining of this righteousness?  
I answer, Nothing at all!  For this is perfect righteousness, to do nothing, to hear nothing, 
to know nothing of the law, or of works, but to know and believe this only, that Christ is 
gone to the Father, and is not now seen; that He sits in heaven at the right hand of His 
Father, not as judge, but made unto us of God, wisdom, righteousness, holiness and 
redemption -- briefly, that He is our high priest entreating for us, and reigning over us, 
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and in us, by grace.  In this heavenly righteousness sin can have no place, for there is no 
law; and where there is no law, there can be no transgression (Romans 4:15).  Seeing then 
that sin has here no place, there can be no anguish of conscience, no fear, no heaviness.  
Therefore John says (1 John 5:18):  "He that is born of God cannot sin." 

But if there is any fear, or grief of conscience, it is a token that this righteousness is 
withdrawn, that grace is hidden, and that Christ is darkened and out of sight.  But where 
Christ is truly seen, there must be full and perfect joy in the Lord, with peace of 
conscience, which thinks this way:  Although I am a sinner by the law and under 
condemnation of the law, yet I do not despair, yet I do not die, because Christ lives, who 
is both my righteousness and my everlasting life.  In that righteousness and life I have no 
sin, no fear, no sting of conscience, no care of death.  I am indeed a sinner as touching 
this present life, and the righteousness thereof, as a child of Adam.  But I have another 
righteousness and life eternal; by whom this my body, being dead and brought to dust, 
shall be raised up again, and delivered from the bondage of the law and sin, and shall be 
sanctified together with my spirit. 

So both these continue while we live here.  The flesh is accused, exercised with 
temptations, oppressed with heaviness and sorrow, bruised by the active righteousness of 
the law; but the spirit reigns, rejoices, and is saved by this passive and Christian 
righteousness, because it knows that it has a Lord in Heaven, at the right hand of His 
Father, who has abolished the law, sin, death, and has trodden under His feet all evils, led 
them captive, and triumphed over them in Himself (Colossians 2:15). 

St. Paul, in this epistle, goes about diligently to instruct us, to comfort us, to hold us in 
the perfect knowledge of this most Christian and excellent righteousness.  For it the 
article of justification is lost, then all true Christian doctrine is lost.  He who strays from 
Christian righteousness falls into the righteousness of the law; that is, when he loses 
Christ, he falls into the confidence of his own works.  Therefore we also earnestly set 
forth, and so often repeat the doctrine of "faith", or Christian righteousness, that by this 
means it may be kept continual exercise, and may be plainly discerned from the active 
righteousness of the law. 

Let us diligently learn to judge between these two kinds of righteousness.  We have said 
before that, in a Christian, the law ought not to pass its bounds, but ought to have 
dominion only over the flesh, which is in subjection to it, and remains under it.  But if it 
creeps in to the conscience, play the cunning logician, and make the true division.  Say:  
"Law, you would climb up into the kingdom of my conscience, and there reprove it of 
sin, and take from me the joy of my heart, which I have by faith in Christ, and drive me 
to desperation that I may be without hope, and utterly perish.  Keep within your bounds, 
and exercise your power upon the flesh:  for by the gospel I am called to the partaking of 
righteousness and everlasting life." 

 When I have Christian righteousness reigning in my heart, I descend from heaven as the 
rain makes fruitful the earth; that is to say, I do good works, how and wherever the 
occasion arises.  If I am a minister of the Word, I preach, I comfort the broken-hearted, I 
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administer the Sacraments.  If I am head of a household, I govern the house and family 
well, and in the fear of God.  If I am a servant, I do my master's business faithfully. 

To conclude, whoever is assuredly persuaded that Christ alone is his righteousness, does 
not only cheerfully and gladly work well in his vocation, but also submits himself 
through love to the rulers and to their laws, yes, though they might be severe, and, if 
necessity should require, to all manner of burdens, and to all dangers of the present life, 
because he knows that this is the will of God, and that this obedience pleases Him. 

!
I can hardly believe I was as verbose when I lectured on St. Paul's Epistle to the 
Galatians, as this volume indicates.  But since I recognize as mine all the thoughts which 
the brethren have taken such pains to set down in it, I am forced to admit that I said as 
much and perhaps even more.  For the one doctrine which I have supremely at heart is 
that of faith in Christ, from whom, through whom and unto whom all my theological 
thinking flows back and forth, day and night.  Not that I find I have grasped anything of 
wisdom so high, so broad and so profound, beyond a few meager rudiments and 
fragments; and I am ashamed that my poor, uninspired comments on so great and apostle 
and chosen instrument of God should be published.  Yet I am compelled to forget my 
shame and quite shameless in view of the horrible profanation and abomination which 
have always raged in the Church of God, and still rage today, against this one solid rock 
which we call the doctrine of justification.  I mean the doctrine that we are redeemed 
from sin, death and the devil, and made partakers of eternal life, not by ourselves (and 
certainly not by our works, which are less than ourselves), but by the help of another, the 
only begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ. 

This rock was shaken by Satan in Paradise, when he persuaded our first parents that they 
might by their own wisdom and power become like God, abandoning faith in God, who 
had given them life and promised its continuance.  Shortly afterwards, that liar and 
murderer incited a brother to murder his brother, for no reason that that the latter, a godly 
man, had offered by faith a more excellent sacrifice, while he himself, being ungodly, had 
offered his own works without faith and had not pleased God.  After this there followed a 
ceaseless an intolerable persecution of this same faith by Satan through the sons of Cain, 
until God was compelled to purge the world and defend Noah, the preacher of 
righteousness, by means of the Flood.  Thereafter the whole world acted like a madman 
against this faith, inventing innumerable idols and religions with which everyone went 
his own way, hoping to placate a god or goddess, gods or goddesses, by his own works; 
that is, hoping without the aid of Christ and by his own works to redeem himself from 
evils and sins. 

Since, therefore, Cain kills Abel continually and the abominations of Satan now reigns 
supreme, it is necessary to pay the very closest heed to this doctrine, and to oppose Satan 
with it, whether we are eloquent or not, learned or not.  Hence I am willing to do my duty 
and let this extremely verbose commentary be published in order to stir up my brethren in 
Christ against the wiles and malice of Satan, who in these last days has become so 
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infuriated at the recovery of the sound knowledge of Christ, that it now seems as if the 
demons themselves are possessed by worse demons and raving with a more than demonic 
madness -- which strongly suggests that the Enemy of truth and life feels the Day of 
Judgment to be imminent -- a dreadful day of destruction for him, but a lovely day of 
redemption and the end of his tyranny for us.  For he has reason to be alarmed, when all 
his members and his powers are so assailed, just as a thief or adulterer is alarmed when 
the dawn breaks upon him and he is caught in the act. 

But these thoughts of mine on this epistle are being published not so much against these 
people as for our people, who will either thank me for my pains or pardon my weakness 
and recklessness.  I have certainly no wish that the impious should approve of them, but 
rather that they and their god should be irritated by them; for I produced them (with much 
toil) only for such as those to who St. Paul himself wrote his epistle -- the troubled, 
afflicted and tempted (who alone understand these things), wretched Galatians in the 
faith. 

Let him who can, then, hold fast to this one article; and let the rest, who make shipwreck, 
be driven by the wind and waves until they either return to the ship or swim to the shore. 

!
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